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questions and also the appointment of Japanese advisers. Mr. Hirota
said that these points had also come up ; that the question of the
tariff had already been settled and that as regards Japanese advisers,
the simple fact was that other countries had many advisers in China
whereas Japan had none, and that the Japanese merchants in China
were pressing for the appointment of such advisers. Mr. Hirota said
definitely that such advisers would be purely economic and not
political or military. He said that obviously the Chinese Govern-
ment was in a difficult position regarding the Bolshevist menace
because there were so many Communists in China itself.
AN AMBASSADOR DETECTS A GERMAN-JAPANESE
ALLIANCE
December 3, 1936
An ambassadorial colleague told me to-day that there is no doubt
in his mind that the German-Japanese treaty includes a secret military
agreement. His appraisal of the matter is that the negotiations
have been conducted through Major-General Oshima, Japanese
Military Attach^ in Berlin, without the knowledge of the Foreign
Office here, and very likely without the knowledge of the German
Foreign Office. In other words, the negotiations had been conducted
entirely through military channels.
This theory is given weight, he said, by the fact that Colonel Ott,
the German Military Attach^ in Tokyo, was suddenly called to Berlin
last autumn during the presence there of the German Ambassador
to Japan and that Colonel Ott had returned to Tokyo just before the
signing of the agreement. He thought that Shiratori, Japanese
Minister to Sweden, who is very close to the Japanese military, may
also have had a hand in the affair. The Ambassador said he thought
it quite possible that in view of the lack of success in trying out the
German trade agreement with Manchukuo, negotiated last year, this
secret pact might well envisage the shipment of German arms to
Manchuria to pay for Manchurian soya beans and other commodities.
THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR ON THE GERMAN-
JAPANESE AGREEMENT
December 3, 1936
In my talk to-day with the Soviet Ambassador he spoke with con-
siderable heat concerning the Japanese-German agreement and said
that his Government possessed definite evidence that a secret military
pact existed. He said that the military pact was undoubtedly directed
against Great Britain and on my inquiring how the pact worked in
that direction, he said that it envisaged the division of various British
overseas possessions and the Dutch East Indies between Japan and
Germany in case of war. He said that this was directly in line with
the Japanese programme for southern expansion as well as for

